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The Department of Education, Bureau of Budget and Fiscal Management is seeking a vendor to assist in its Division of School Facilities.  The Division of School Facilities is responsible for overseeing the Commonwealth’s PlanCon (Planning Construction Workbook) process, which assesses school district eligibility to receive state reimbursement on a building project.  In addition, the PlanCon process ensures that school districts receiving these funds comply with all applicable state laws and regulations, including Act 34 of 1973, also known as the Taj Mahal Act.  The Division of School Facilities also calculates the amount of reimbursement each eligible school district receives.  The selected vendor will work in cooperation with Division of School Facilities’ Architectural Consultant. 
Activities: 

· Review PlanCon documents for Parts A, B, E and F required for school construction projects.  

· Provide architectural guidance to school districts requesting technical and educational advice on school design, construction, alterations, repairs, and renovations.

· Review educational specifications and other school design-related submissions and make appropriate recommendations per the various PlanCon Parts. 

· Evaluate school districts’ educational needs by reviewing schematics, designs, preliminary drawings, outline specifications and capacity of existing buildings, as well as the cost to upgrade those facilities, and the cost of new construction.

· Evaluate whether preliminary drawings and outline specifications for: 
· Schematic design concepts and room allocations
· Quality and economy of design
· Organization and aesthetics of building masses
· Economy and durability of construction materials 
· Safety and accessibility 
· Cost reductions 
· Site utilization.

· Ensure that materials submitted as part of PlanCon adhere to required State, laws, regulations and policy.  

· Review final bidding and rebidding documents for completeness of working drawings and specifications.  

· Review post-bid costs breakdowns on alternations and rough grading; review change orders and supplemental contracts during construction.

· Assist with correspondence and other assignments, as requested.

· Assist with developing new regulations, forms, processes, on-line submissions and other changes to the program based on recommendations from the legislative commission report released on May 23, 2018.


Requirements: 

· Demonstrated knowledge and a minimum of two years of experience with the principles of building construction, including commons practices and sequences for various architectural structures, such a wall bearings, steel frames and reinforced concrete.

· Demonstrated knowledge and a minimum of two years of experience with construction costs.

· Demonstrated knowledge of standard reference sources for construction design, which includes costs, principle applications, and characteristic of materials, fixtures and equipment. 

· Ability to read and interpret architectural and civil, electrical and mechanical engineering drawings and specifications used in the design and construction of building projects.

· Ability to interpret, and apply Federal, state and local codes, regulations, and standards pertinent to construction projects.

· Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with associates, consultants, contractors, government officials and the public.  

Service Time-Period: Initial period is from the time of fully executive contract through to June 30, 2019.  Potential extensions for the contract will be reviewed at a later time. 
Cost: PDE is requesting a daily rate for services.  Travel expenses will be billed in accordance with the Management Directive 230.10.  
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